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Stuark K. Nock asks me how I get 8o much good m- ! g eorat e
texrial for PSY. I'm afreid that the problem is not | PSYCHOTIC fllv ey,
eetting enough good stuff, it's finding the room in | 1984

‘P3Y for sll that I have, expect to have, and all thej * 3
sLuff 1 KNOW I'm going to have as regular departmen-| : Fdited end published

te nnd columns. I could squeeze a bit more in esch | ! DY Richard F. Gels,
izzue by sternly not using 1llos and filler items, i 8631 N. Mlsafsglppi,
Bat I won't do that. I could always abandon the s- | FPortlsnd 12, Oregon.
paca censuuing layouts and headings, but I won't do | | Apt. 108

‘thet either, %4 %
Combine the abtove with the fact that I simply cannot| |
af{f6rd 35-40 page issues and the inevitsble increas—| | 1oz
postage esch month (§7.50 for stamps last issue) and! | 34282
you can see that something has got to be done. Some- ! ﬁ/gOﬁ [
thing unusual. And I propose to do it in Opzration | | 12/§1.00
Stagger, - i
I have dlscoversed that 1 can shove 2€ pages through | |

- the xmall for 2¢ posteage. So therefore all issues i
of PSY in the future will contain 26 pages. No more. ECover by

However, 1y correspondents will wail a bit because Loite & R LE

tuey will not be able to read as much as before . - Artwors by Harry Col-

They might even join the chorus of sobs when they nek, ZTerry Carr, and

learn that 1 havs run clean cut of ‘those nice en- | Gels.

~ velopes l've been using. I bought those envelopes

' ten ponths ago =t a below-cost sale for lg aplece.
I can't get e2ny more a2t that price, and the cost of
" the things regularly is too high. Besldes, the en-
velope weuld boost postage. To stay in the 2¢ wel-
ght I'd hafta cut pages. Phooo
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AIS0....the 361lb. lzdger stock I%vs been using for .

covers slso mast be 2. thing on the past. I've run through the four reams
of thet 1'd clginally been able to get at cost. HMight get more if I tried,
but, egein, i1t would up the weight end postage. Ploo.

So through and through PSY will henceforth be printeéd on 20 lb. white and
- ba sent nsked through the mails with only a staple or itwo &3 protecticn.

there does Operatlon Stagger come in? What do 1t mean?

It means that PSY will no longer be issued monthly. Psy will be iscued
by nuaber only. The schadule of publication will be lrregular. Butee-

' (No, Vorzimer, not the cyanide. Welt till've finished.) The publishing
of PSY will be at least monthly. What I mean by irresalar is simply thet

<7henever 1 have 26 pm%es of materisl on hand and on master I wlll print
ther and send them out. PSYCHOTICs will come out a tit more than monthly,
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&re you consicdering contributing to a fenzine? My
advice 18 %o forget it. You've no idea of the frustrat-
ilons you're letting yourself in for.

Do you have ideas of daching off a plece of death-
less prose or fiction, affixing an air-mail stemp to 1t,
=18 rushing to the nearest mall box to dispateh it to thet
fan editor who has been flattering you by telling you how
desparate he 18 for material, any material, tut especisl-
ir meaterial from your typewriter, and then 8if bazlk anad
walt to sse 1t arrive in your mallbox thres days leter Iu
the lead pozition, neatly mimeod, with a speclal blurd Ly
the editor telling everyone how talented you are end how
Jucky he 1s to get something from you? A4nd ther do ycu
expect wlthin the week a host of fen letters raving over
your style, wit, and intellect and a flock of reviews of
the zine doing same end ignoring all the other contribut~
ore’? :
Well, if you do you are in for a dissppointuent. Once
it {5 published your best friend, if he is in an expanzive
and thougiitful mood, may pen a p.s. to his letter end =28y
"Rezd you article in SEVENTH FANDOM FOCAL POINT. HNice Jjok."
At lzast he prodadly will if it is your first publishad
plcce, Othérwise he'll probably Jjust igmore 1t. And a-
bout thres mpnths later reviews of the magezine will begin
to appears If you're lucky you may find your neme sand-
wiched down at the hottom as one of the contributers. A5t~
er 211, the first helf of the review has to be devoted to
some involved wiseerack to show everyone how clever the
reviewer 1s, and most of the rest te saying what & fine
person the editor is to have brought out three issues al-
ready. HNaturslly there isn't much spece left for mention-
ing what appears in the megazine.

-+ A11 this you can count on only if the erticle or story
has sppesred im a reasopable length of time, say five or
2ix methe after you mailed it in. (Of course, if you com-
trivute to a monthly with a2 deacn-for-work editor like Cels,

yon czn expect that estimzte to D¢ halved.  Eul three months

is eboul the minimum length of time you'll heve to waitl -=
and whet has been a2 faithfully monthly ragszine up to then
may have turned semi-anmeal since you last heard.)

But you can by no means be sure your efiorts wlll see
print at all, or at least while you're still in fandom.
Ths naive may think acceptance by the edlior guarsniecs
sppserance in print, but they'll scon learn bebicr. .

My f£irst experience with this sort of thing occurred
in late 1850 when I looksd upon myself &8 &lleh's gifi tc
the edltors of 2ll filetion fangines. At that time i wos
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carrying on & correspuondence wgith Austrella‘s
number one actifan, Roger Dard, and he was do-—
ing & column for my fanzine.

He wrote me that he was sterting his own
fanzine and would like something from me. Since
I was still so completely unknewn at thaet time
that I was submitting most of my materiasl unre-
quested (and for that you really have to be un-
known...not that there's anything wrong with it.
1'd still do it if I ever caught up with reques-
ts, a goal-1 gave up long ago) I was qulite flat-
tered and promptly banged ocut a little thing
which I modestly thought plumbed tremendously
the mysterious depths of humsn nature.

#ell, it takes a while for m 1 to get to
and from Australia. Somewhere in the meantine
1°d learned the mag had folded after the first
issue so I wrote asking for the story back ss I
' liked it and would submit elsewhere, = He repiied
that he‘'d already packed up all the materisl and mailed it to Fngland's
then mamter one fan, one Ken Slater, who with typical British imperturb-
ability has been 1living in Germeny ever since I've known him. Roger said
he’d asked Ken to forward to other Furopean  faneds any meterial he didn't
personally want for OPERATION FANTAST. ‘

Desplte my inflated view of the worth of my story I dtdn't quite
have illusions about its being worthy of OPERATION FANTAST, then as now
one of the more dignified and high-quality fanzines. :

Ken didn't mention receiving the story and I felt it might be in-
delicate to put such & tactful person as Ken on the spot by asking him
what happened to my story and foreing him to admit he wouldn't touch 1t
with an eleven foot pole. . _ ;

Heanwhile 1 was gaining a bit more objectivity about my writing,
had quit writing fietion for fanzines entirely, and recognized that this
story was hardly one of my better éfforts, so decided that it was probabe
Iy all for the best that the story had vanished forever into the wilds of
unexplored Iarope. ’ :

The story had just one good point...its title, "Adamant Fve" which
still sends me into near hysterics, znd 1 contemplatd somedsy using it
again if I ever tougnt up a decent plot to go with it.

Then it happen®d! Unsuspectingly, I opened a packege from Slater
one midsummer day in 1952, glanced at the cover of the new OF and did a
double-takeoo....you guessed it: "Adamant Eve" by V.L. MeCain, I guess
Ken liked the title too. Well, I reread it. All I could do was writhe
in discomfort. I don't know which is worse, sweating over a plece only
to have 1t never appear, or to hdave it appear too lete when you've learn-
ed hetter. Ii's & tossup. I must gdmit Slater gave 1t & nice Alan
fanter illustration, though.

About the same time 1 wrote the ahove-mentioned story I inceutlous~
1y mentionesd in & letter to one Franklin Dietz that I'd been writing so
many stories that 1°d at least one unpublished one pleced with almost
every fanzine that used fiction. :

Now this Dietz happened to publish, theoretically, a fanzine. [
believe its name was SCIENCE FICTION AND SCIENCE FANTASY or sometnhing
like that. I only saw ome copy which he sent me after the NORWESLON, and
it was nine months old. ie printed it on & press which was always bzoken,
so its quarterly schedule wasn't quite lived up to. Since the fangine
vwas moribund 1°d never thought about 1%, but Dietz wrote back saying there
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was cne Ffanzineg I hadn't contributed to and asked for a storve

Obllging as always I produced something (I believe it was just a= :
bout umy final fiing at fan fiction; I learned better soon after.). . I -
don't remember even the title or anything about the plot except it had
something to do with aliens who land thelr spaceship on the oceon floor
and then discover a subamarine.

Honihs passed by and not & word d1d I hear from Dietz. In the
spring of 1952, almost exactly & year after I1Id msiled it to him, he
wrote me acknowledging receipt of the story and his acceptance of same.
ile'd been to the Nolacon in the meantime and, as usual, was now in the
midst of ambitious plans for hls fanzine. Well, so far zs I know thet
was the last anyone in fandom ever heard of Frank Dietz and no i1ssues of
kis fanzines have since appeared.

O

where are you ¥rankliin?

Im 21d-1951 1 got enthusiastic over a new fanzine edited by & fan
obviously more mature than most then around. His name was Henry Burwell
and the fanzine wgs SCIENCE FICTION DIGEST. '

Through circumstences too complex to go into here I wound up an
Assoclate kditor or soxe such on SFD and used to select and type up articl-
es from old fanzine for SFD, which was primarily a repriht mag. It did
use some new material, though, and Burwell had requested some from me.

1 sent hia two articles, one serious and one humorous. Ile express-
ed conslderable enthusissm over both and used the serious one promptly.
The other he was constantly plenning to put in the next issue but it kept
getting squeezed out., This made me impatlent as I still think the piece,
"iihat Sad Universe” was probably the best plece of humor of any of my oec-
casional atteapts in that direction.

: SFD went offset, then half-letter size, then printed, then mimeod
again, and back to offset. (I believe SFD only ohce had two issues in the
same format.) &nd still it didn't appear. Then the mag folded and Hen-
ry scemed to turn to e nore personslized zine, when all of a sudden it
was announced in early 1953 that he had dropped from fandom o

What heppened to "What Sad Universe"? 1 still don‘t know. I1°ve
never heard a word. I1'd still like to see it appear. At one time I
thought it had gone out of date when June Haver entered a convent but
now she‘'s out again it‘’s no longer dsted any more. If any Atlants fans
have it with no intention of publishing it I'd be happy to have it back.
If I can't find & publisher for 1t, this 1s one piece of my own that 1°'d
even be willing to publish personally.

Vhere are you Henry? Sk

Abcut the time thet Burwelil dropped from
fendom I fulfilled a promise to Bill Venabdle,
with whom 1'd been smapping articles off and
on throughout my fannish career, and sent him
an article entitlec "Ten I Admire". B1lll was
editing a 2ine entitled PENDULUM. I never re-'
celved acknowledgement of receipt but I know
he got it because 1 saw an ad for his mag
somewaere last year listing people who would
be appeering in his maAg and my nsame was among
them. In fact, 1 don't know whether PI'NDU:-
LUM never saw snother issue or 1f 1 just never
heppened to have it mailed to me thereafter.

* Anyway now they say Venable has followed
the Burwell example and exited.
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. V¢here are you, Bill?

By this time 1 was pubbing a zlne entitled REVIEW in which I gave
vent Lo my own prejudices on, among other things, fanzines. 1 gave a
thorough drubbing to one 1ssue of a8 fanzine named HENAISSANCE edlted by
Joe Semenoviche. :

Semenovich took this too well, thus leaving me feeling gullty, and
heaped ecoals of fire on my brow by suggesting 1 help him Improve his mage=-
zine by contributing something.

He got his article, one which I cen't very well deseribe here ass I
sti1ll have hopes it may appear and much of its Impact derives from surprise
eifect o

But that was a year ago cnd. the then frequently appearing RENAISS~
ANCYE has, I believe, made only two appearances since. The lastest issue
announces it will contlnue but using weird and outre material only. My
article I would hardly categorize as elther so where am I left?

‘here are you, Joseph?

But perhaps the champion example of pure dilatory negligence goes
to & fanzine which flourlshed during sixth fandom featuring humorous
material primerily. This fanzine drew a fair amount of praise and devel-
oped just enough prestige to pull material from all sorts of top names
when the editor moved away snd left materisl for the next issue with &
friend who was to compleite it. Fanzines being published for the reasons
they are the friend didn't. A year later in the spring of 1953 the editor
returned and picked up the material. The fanzine had been an elaborate
printed affair and since he couldn't print it now he decided to have it
offset. But illustrations had been lost, oifset vas golng to be expensive,
the fan was broke, and time had bled cff his enthusiasm for the project.

So finally in the fall and winter of 1953 he commenced belated prep-
aration of the now far outdated material. I Jjust recelved this fanzlnes
a couple of cdays ago and I must say this is a perfect example of how not
Yo treat contributors.

The fanzine? Oh yes, its name was WASTEBASKET and it was edited
by one Vernon L. McCain :

Where are you, Vernon?#

Incidéentally, 1 might add that while WASTEBASKET 1s distributed
through FAPA 1 run off 130 extra copies which are distributed free to
peoples who wish to recelve them. While well over half of these were
already spoken for some two years sgo I do expect to have sone extra
copies since 1'm not sending eny out for review, and while it will be
about three months before this sees print I masy still have some coples
evailable if you wish to drop & card asking for one.

While WASTEBASKET was unusually lerge for s printed fanzine 1t
mekes 8 not-too-fat mimeod zine but if you are interested in top-notch
material contributed by the names which made up the very cream of Sixth
Fandom, written when that movement was at its highest point, you will
Tind 1t here. Included are such people as Robert Bloch, Bob Tuck-
er, Harry Warner, Henry Burwell, Hannes Bok, and Velter Willis (the last
was & contributing editor) plus the lesser known nzmes of L. R. Smith
(probably the single most skilfull fan writer ever not to succumb to the
lure of prodom) and lloward Bergerson (-a member of no fendom).

# Hiding 4y scarlet face in & corner.

so=V . L. McCain.



By ROBERT BLOCH

Science Fiction marches on?

lmpehes with sure steps, its head 1ifted high (gig that cragy polnt,

by the way!) and unfaltering pace.

1t is a march we cannot help watching with an inter-
est amounting to a positive fascination, for there is al-
ways that enigmatic question lurking in the aind of a
seasoned observer -- Science Fiction marches on,
yes, but does 1t kncw just where In hell it's
going?

Now 4t is not the purpose of your cor-
respondent to speculate upon the ultimate
destiny of Science Fiction. Your corres-
pondent has enough troubles withoutf%%gio
Sometimes your correspondent has difil-

culty in just figuring cut how to tie 4

nis shoelaces. So if you'‘re looklng o

for a Spenglerien dissertation upon (s

the future, you had better turn to \

the pundits and savents of Seventh

Fandom who can utllize their months

of experience in the field to reveal

the answers to this profound question.
1 propose instead to offer a mini-

scule speculation to which the reader

cen propound his own solution. In o-

ther words, l'm going to chocse the

easy way out == just drop a problem

in your lap end run for cover. But

1f you can answer it, you may also

£ind 8 clue regarding the greater e S /

question of Sclence Fiction's future. e

_—



So gather round, now. Get out & piece of psper and a pencil, and .
sharpen the polnts of your heads. The question for today 18 -- what wi;x
be the Word in the Science Flction of 1954? _

. For the benefit of those unruly students 1ln the back of the room who
seem %o be suffering from enuresis of the water-plistol, I hereby repeat --
what's the new Word for 19547

Perhaps 1 had better explain. It may not only help to maske things
clearer, but will also teke up space, which is what the editor really
wants in the first place.

‘nen 1 speak of the Word, 1 refer to that particular arrangement of
syllables which is eagerly selzed upoh by writers and resders alike until

it becomes a standard referent. There have been many such Words in Sci-
ence Fiction, as we all know.
One of the first ds was probably Adaptstion. - Stanley Weinbaum

started 1t, 1 believe, with hls story THE ADAPTIVE ULTIMATE. This varnm,
which was conceived about the same time as Harlan Ellison (but sold im-
mediately: I don't think Kllison sold until last year some time) started
a definite vogue for & while. Tou'll £ind references to Adactation rnn-
ing through many of the stories printed during the middie '30s.

The next big word was probably mutatiofi, with the '
natural evélution of mutant. This springs from the , ,
Campbell-Kuttner ere of ASTOUNDING. And here, once T ———
agein. in the early ‘40s we find story after story Q{
contalning references to mutetion. I'm afraild Kutt- N 2D
ner was also more or less responsible for the mid-‘*40s O i Bsg [
popularity of , ¥. This word runs through a mmber
of yarns, and limps through still more. Ny By, B

By this time most of the writers in the field (in- &S o
cluding those who merely burrow beneath it) began to h &
wake up to the fact that there was a gold-mine here.

Just wateh for the anmual 'd and use it, and yout're

almost bound to sell. Hitch onto the popular term of the moment rnd eash
in. That's the way it always has been in the movies, you know: let one
company make a successful western and they all turn out imitations -- thms
mgking hay-burners while the gun shines, as Cean Grennell would say if
somebody didn't stop him in time. In other words, stert a trend and cap-
itelize on it, Of course we 21l know what happened once suthors really
discovered this truism. ' :

Came the era of puclear. What & Jiord that #was! Everything was pu-
clg%;iin the la te "40s. uclear physics, puelear fission, even muglear
nuclei,

Then somebedy hit upon and we were ggped to desth; 195) ggpecisl-
ly, until in dggsperation, Alfred Begper wrote THE DEMOLISHED MAN and demcl-
ished this ggpecial term.

1952's blg Niprd was undoubtedly gymblosis. Ve were more symbiotic
than entibiotic in 62.

In 1953 there were; of course, remnants of symbiotickling going on,
but the new, real George Nord turned out to be estivate. The really a-
lert members of the craft began to work estivate into their stories, much
U0 the confusion of unlettered sdolescents who undoubtedly thought it was
a reference to some sort of auto-erotic practise.

New, the hlg gquestion 1s, what's the Word for 1954? Who 13 going to
come up with the Key Term on which to build the saleasble story?

As I sald at the beglaning of this article (1t did have a beginnigg,
§3 1 remember it: I ¢ 1 didn’t leave 1t out, because articles look so
IToolish without a begianing, don't you think? On the other hand, if- you
don't think, then it doesn't make much difference, does it?).

T e



Anyhow, a5 1 s2ld at the beginning, 1 am not going to try to answer.
| merely intend to ask the question and then run like hell. :

But before departing, might I propcse a 1ittle contest? Let's every=- 7
body try to guess the liord for 1954. Send as meny entrles &s you wish c/o
the editor of this magazine, and be sure that each entry is pockmarked not
jater tian June lst. Prizes will be awarded on a basis of neatness, oxrig-
1nelity, and the ingenuity shown In attempting to bribe the Judges. Auy-
one is eligible to enter, except members of the familles of Street & Cmith
== 01 anyole iiving ou & 8treet; or & Smith, as the case may be. Or not

be.

Better hurry, because this contest closes yesterday. In casge of
ties, duplicate kicks in the face wlll be awarded. ;

But just remember....sometime in 1954, some wrlter wlll coixes wp with
8 new catch-tord and the craze will be on.

Take my liord for 1it! .
--=Robert Bloech.
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Over two years ago SCIENCE FANTASY BULLETIN made its bow to the world
of science fiction. It begen inauspiciously, resembling meny another
little amateur magazine., By the end of 1853 1t was recognized s3 the
lesder in the multitudes of fan produced magazines. Then, all was si-
lent. Now, word comes forth that SCIENCE FANTASY BULLETIN is not deed,
but changed. That publication will be celled: DIENSIONS.

¥aterial by Philip Jose Fermer, Redd Boggs, Robert Sheckley, Joel Ny-
dshl, Charles V. de Vet, Marlon Z. Bradley, Algls Budrys, David Ish,
Betsy Curtis, David Eknglish, H.L. Gold, Bill Venable, Van Dongen, Henry
Chetot, Larry T. Shaw, Normen G. Browne, Samuel Mines, Fred Cheppell,
Poul Anderson, Rich Elsberry, Robert Helnlein, John Lo ¥agnus, Jr.,

Willy Ley. Pnyllis Economou, Theodore Sturgeon, Ralph Reyburn Phillips,
Fletcher Pratt, Gerry de la Ree, Theodore Cogewell, lsry Southwortih,
Randall Garrett, Julisn May Dikty, J. Harvey laggard, Jack Harness, Ed
Emsh, and a multitude of others, both fan and pro, who delight in writ-
ing their best work for the msgazine which strikes out in new DINENSIONS.

Subscriptions are NOT being solicited, so plesse do not send Lonsy ===
all manuscripts accompanied by stemped, self-addressed envelope will get
very careful consideration --- edlted end published by: HARLAN ELLISON,
4] EAST 17th AVENUE, COLUMBUS 1, OHIOC, If you would like to receive
DIM<NSIONS, drop us & line --- subscription list has been cut to 200
Tesd2rs in 48 states and 32 foreign countries === You'll find new ex-

periences in newe=ce-=- 2
DIMENSIONS
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How do you go about Eggf starting an article of this nature. How
do you say what you %& want to say, wilthout meking it szem elther
hap-hazard or trite, or both? How and whers should I begin? Per-

haps 1% would be best 1f I first sald one sentence, and made at least one
point clear....

VEGA is dead!

From where I stand, I imagine this fact has been guessed by mny fans
already. It certainly would not take a Sherlock Holmes to deduce that.
After ail, it's been six wonths since the VEGAnnish, and that's quite an
absence for a fanzine that's supposedly bi-monthly. :
Letters have been coming in thick and fast for the past two months now.
Most of them read something to this effect: =Vha' hoppen? \here is
VEGA? It's been a long time since the Annish, and I'm vondering if per-
haps my sub ran out without my knowing it, or if the issue got lost in
the mail. Let me know soon, eh?" That was culte a while ago. lately
they've been getting a little like this: "Has VEGA folded? I've heard
rumors from quite a few fans that that's so. I certainly hope not, since
VEGA is one of my favorites. I'1ll bet it wes the Annish., 1 told you 86...%

Yes, indeedee, fans and fandom was/is in a turmoil. No word from 119 S.
Front Street, ilarquette, lfichigan, for so long that one begins to suspect
cescooo And, of course, 1'm too far gone with GAFIA to even acknowledge
the letters, or send out a confirmation of the report. So the thing rides
evhlle longer. All this time I've been meaning to do something about it
(what I didn't know) but I never seemed to have the time, or maybe it was
the initiative,

The stencils that were cut, the manuseripts that were selected and the

few pages that were run off, just gathered dust. Not a letter was written
for three months or more. Finally, I got the willepower and the urge to
dash off a few lines to Dean Grennell and Bob Tucker. This was asking

if they would still do their respective columns for my forthcoming FAPA
mag, FAUX PAS, They both answered to the affirmative, and I began to go
to work on said mag, cutting stencils, mimeographing, ete.

A few weeks later, & letter arrives from Geis, asking if I would write &
letter concerning VEGA folding, so that he could "print it in SECTION 8.
Such & letter should, naturally, "answer a few questions for the fannish
‘world."

And I guess the fannish world deserves an explanation of some kind, since
it was they who put me on top, and made VEGA the Number One Fenzine for
quite & few months (that’s what they say).

I shell begin, not at the beginning where most begin, but rather at the
end---at least close to the =nd.



The beginnig of the end started when I deciced when I declded te put out

s VEGAnnish. That would mean that 1t begen way back Iin 1952, when VEGA
4% first came cut. However, to be more specific, the end begen July,
1953, when 1 started to collect material for the VEGAnnish. 1 wrote tc
1iterally dozens of persona &sking for material. Big Name Fans, seni-act-
ive fans, and extinct fans. Fans of all shepes, sizes, and colors (?).
Graduslly, the material began to conjugate, and I began work.

work lasted close to five months, end the last two were the worst, or the
best, depending on how you look at it. T worked like 2 dog. Every spare
woment 1 had was put on the Annish. I was constantly, for all that time,
elther cutting a stencil, writing an editorlal, mimeogrephing a page, or
sssenbling an 1ssue.

It begen to show. The constent grinding, working, slaving began to take
its toll. fxaetly how it did so would be hard to explain. It was more
like & gradusl thing that crept. Not once, however, éduring this time,
did it evepr occur to me to completely glve up. In fact, the lden dican'tv
even &5 much as dawn on me.

Yeny fans say that 1t was the biggest mistake I ever mde in fendom to
put out the VEGAnnish. I can‘'t see how they figure-that. All they can
see 15 the fact that VEGA is no more. They can't possitly vision, or
tpke into consideration the fasct that during those months I hagé &s naeh
fun as 1've ever had in fandom--and some of the best fun I've had out of
1t t00. 1 was another person. I was completely wrapped up in what I vas
doing. Every page wzs & new experience and thrill., I had ncl tiaqe for
anything else--pley, school, work, and other fans included. I really
needed nothing elseo

1 did next to no corresponding, except that which wes necessery to getting
the issue out. Letters pilled up. I hardly notliced thea.

1 was not, as some seem to think, alene in my work. My mother--bless her
soul--slip-sheeted every single page of the Annish, and assembled and add-
regsed half of them. It brings to mind Lee Hoffmen's mother helping her
in 1951¢

My father--bless his soul--mld for slnost every sheet of paper, every
bottle of ink, and every stencil 1 used for that momentous issue., le
also peid for half the postage. Vithout theu, I'm forced to aagmit, the
Anntsh would never have been possible.

Finally, it was dons!

All the months of labor and love had
resched its climaxs 1 mailed it out
sometime in YNovember, 1 was even
too dazed to note the exact date.
But a2t least it was in the mail.

0f course, 1 was expecting returns
such a3 I had never seen. 1 was
expecting letters of praise from.
gll the BNFs, 1 expected the VEGA-
nnish to be called the greatest is-
Sue €V8Ilocococ &nd 1 wasn't disape

peinted one blt,

E%



”he letters fiowed in. Doy Y day vhey pl Vi

Letters of the wildest pra¢se thet even 1 hadn

dreamed of. One week 1 averaged thyricen letters

a day, and even after that they contipued to tricik-

Xe in., If the sole purpose of the VEGAnnish was

%gpboo, then 1 succeeded like no one ever has he-
ore,

Time passed, and I began to reslize something I
had never quite reallzed before. It dawned on

me that there are othe things In this worid more
important than fandom and 2goboo. 1 found thet
my school work was slumping° I was missing may
of the things that my friends were experiencing.
And most of all, money was draining out like wat&r

»ut of & selvs,

FOR WHAT?

That's what 1 asked myself. For what? For recognition by a minority of
people all over the country? I had that now......but ghat 41é I have?

tes 1t anything that would aid me in future 1ife? I doubted 1it. Vesg an
education impertant, or did 1t play second fiddle to fandom? I had to

think this out carefully. It was a big decision to mske, and 1t wasn‘t
made eaaily.

I hed had oy fun. 4nd 1 will say that 1 did profit from fandom. The cx-
perience I zot from editing VEGA will, in the future I'm sure, prove in-
valuable, Bu?l now was the time to get out, I decided. 4nd that I d21d. I
folded VEGA. After I had made up my mind, I was relieved, Actually re-
lieved. - No more schedules to meet. No more worrying about whether Ifll
have the money to mest expenses or not. And best of all, my time was
egain my own.

However, fandom is a big thing to droP Just like that, and I'm not sure
1712 ever be compietely free of it., llowever, belng tied to it in sonme

way 1sn't something I dread. I think I°il enjoy it, but Just don't eny-
one push mes .

And that®s the stary. Hope it clears up a few things for yauu fans, if
you‘ve been wondering. Though 1 imaginz there are & lot of active fans
who have not even heard of VEGA, You'd be surprised how fast new fans
infiltrate fandom, and how fast they forget a magazine. Half the fans in
fandom wouldn't know an 1ssue of GUANDRY if they tripped over it, and they
think Lee Hoffman is & young man who'had "something" to do with fandom
years and years ago. Oh, well.ocoocoo /-

Do 1 warn other £ans about putting out an annish? Do I form en anti-Annish
Leegue? No, I eouldn’t do that, Tucker and Boggs may be surprised, tut
1've not a thing egainst the annish.

In closing, 1°11 say thet the only merked change in me has been thet I've
stopped taking fandom =0 seriously. Zhet I wggld adviseo

4 VEG 13, Who Knows?
, Will there ever be a A # : e=Joel Nvdehl.
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There is only one thing wrong with 90% of the fanzines that are published:
they shoulid never have been published.

During my first year or two in fandom I thought that the reviews scae
of the faneds were glving other zines were out of plsce and even cruel., I
dldn't see what difference 1t made, a fanzine was a fanzlne. It wes only
& hobby, why holler bloody murder over it? If a kid wanted to run & cyud-
zine that was strictly up to him. I couldn't see why these other faneds
should howl so ‘loud over another mag,

1 soon found through bitter experience and money thrown away that
these were the only reviews a fan can go by. The faned or fanzine revice-
€r who glives an honest review 28nd calls a crudzine a crudzine is s distinct
minority in fandom. Most review columns, fan and some professional, review
every mag in the light that 1t 1s just glnger-peachy, and morney spent on
subseriptions i1s lilke money in the bank. How many fans are browaed off
fanzines wh & they believe this hogwash? What does a rew fan think when
he reads a review of a fanmag that proclaims it to be an answer to the
SgtkvePost, sends for 1t and receives & cross between illegible Sanskrit
and kindergarten gibberish?

There is absolutely no reascn for a fanzine to have a sYoppy appean
ance. If the zine isn't neat end looks as if it were printed with an over-
sized paint brush 1t should be called down. There is no excuse for sloppi-
ness in a zine. I1f the neoed lacks experience and knowledge of the type
of reproduction he is using, he shouldn't be trying to priat a fenzine
with it, His fanzine 1sn't going to save the wecrld from Armageddon, not
is 1t golng to revolutionize mn gezine publishing and make him enother
John W. Campbell Jr. There is plenty of time for him to practice with
his mimeo, ditto, or hecto until he knows the thing inside out. Before
he runs one page of his zine he should know how the mechine works, and if
i1 doesn't, why not. If he Las half the intelligence he thinks he has,
this will take a very short time. ,

The thought and work that goes into a fsnzine should be considered,
certainly, But, you should also consider how much of this thought andé
work i1s sincere. If the neoed is sincere in his desire to publish s good
fangine, he should at<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>